Birth and Infancy

Akbar was the son of the soil he ruled over for forty-nine years,
eight months and three days. He was born on Sunday, 15 October
1542, at Amarkot, a small town of less than five thousand inhabi-
tants amidst the forbidding sand-hills of the eastern extremity of
the Sind desert. The adjoining sea of sand in Rajputana provided
a bleak backdrop for the birth of a child destined to rank among
the great sovereigns of the world. This was not the first time that
Providence chose a grim setting to raise the curtain for an im-
portant event in history.
In Tazkrat-ul-Waqiat Jauhar states that Akbar was born at the
time of the full moon on Thursday, 23 November (Shaban 14).
To commemorate the day, Humayun gave the prince the name
Badr-ud-Din (Full Moon of Religion). The eponym Akbar was
added in reverence to AH Akbar, father of Hamida Banu Begum.
It was in 1546, after the conquest of Kabul, that on the advice of
the court astrologers the official birthday of the prince was de-
clared to be Sunday, 15 October (Rajab 5). This necessitated a
change of name as well. Badr (full moon) became a misfit. The
new name chosen was Jalal-ud-Din (Splendour of Religion). The
eponym Akbar remained intact. All historians, including Abul
Fazl, have ignored Jauhar's version and cite 15 October as the
date of Akbar's birth. Vincent A. Smith is perhaps the only excep-
tion. He considers 23 November to be more authentic.
Humayun and his 15-year old consort, Hamida Banu Begum,
had reached Amarkot on 22 August 1542, following a perilous